
Kindergarten Math Night





“Children develop a true sense of number by 
working with real things, rather than with 
symbols.”  -Kathy Richardson



“Beginning number concepts are much more complex than 
most adults realize.  It’s important to recognize the 
complexity of those ideas so that we can provide the right 
kinds of experiences to support children’s developing 
understanding.

Beginning number concepts involve much more than rote 
memorization of words and symbols.”



Deeper Rather Than Higher

Graham Fletcher Progression Video - 
Early Numbers and Counting

https://vimeo.com/210115211
https://vimeo.com/210115211


Subitizing is the ability to recognize 
a small group of objects without 
counting.



Subitizing

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KDXPVPiI9H0


Subitizing Recap: Why is it Important?

● It saves time.  Subitizing numbers saves time through not having 
to count each individual member of a group, but instead by simply 
perceiving the number immediately.

● It is an important precursor to more complex number ideas.  
● It helps consolidate and develop more elaborate counting skills.
● Students who can subitize small groups of numbers are able to 

develop their counting skills by counting on from the subitized 
group.

● It quickens the process of  learning addition and subtraction.



Math Talk

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8D-qejdIlFg




Questions?



Let’s Play!
Compare!

● Each partner flips a card
● The partner with the higher number says, “More!”

● Alternative: Partner with lower number says, “Less!”

The more students play, the faster they become at 
recognizing the quantity shown without counting. The 

goal is subitizing!


